services. In the UK context, these wider trends have resulted in health policy changes which have produced 7 a reconfiguration of services aimed towards a greater focus in developing primary care and community based 8 services and an emphasis on 'wellness' and self-management 1 . These trends have led to an increase in the 9 opportunities and demand for new nursing roles 2 .
11
Historically nursing has readily 'reform [ed] New consultant nurse roles in the UK.
9
Phenomena of interest
10
Consultant nurses' experiences of role development in the UK.
12

Context
13
All fields in the UK in which consultant nurses practice.
14 15
Types of outcomes
16
18
Types of study
19
High quality qualitative, interpretative and critical research studies of consultant nurses' experiences of role 20 development in the UK; descriptive survey studies and mixed methodology studies of qualitative and survey 21 methods that yield qualitative data regarding consultant nurses' experiences of role development in the UK.
23
SEARCH STRATEGY
24
The search for studies will be limited to publications after 1999, coinciding with the introduction of the 25 consultant nurse role into the UK. The search strategy will incorporate all possible terms and synonyms.
27
The search strategy will consist of high precision MeSh and non-Mesh terms and keywords to ensure that all 28 relevant material is found. This will be adapted to suit the needs of the different databases. Following our 29 initial inquiries a three-step search strategy will be used to identify both published and unpublished (grey) 30 literature.
32
Stage 1
33
This stage will involve an initial search of CINAHL.
35
The preliminary keywords to be searched are:
36 37
1. nurs* consultant* 38 39
Stage 2
40
The text words contained in the title and abstract of all relevant articles along with the controlled language 41 index terms used to describe the paper will then be analysed and used to develop a comprehensive and 42 sensitive subject search to ensure that all relevant material is captured. The strategy will be adapted to suit 43 the differing terminology of index thesauri.
45
Stage 3
46
Bibliographies and reference lists from retrieved articles will then be searched for additional studies for the final stage of the process. Key journals which produce a high yield of relevant material will be hand 48 searched for relevant studies.
50
Databases
51
A number of electronic databases and search engines will be searched to locate relevant studies. The 52 databases and search engines to be searched for published material include:
53 54
• AMHED
55
• BRITISH NURSING INDEX
• Expanded Academic Index 6
• Current Contents 7
• www.scirus.com 8 9 Efforts will also be made to locate any relevant unpublished or grey literature. The sources to be searched 10 include using the following databases:
11
• 
25
• National Library of Health (UK)
26
• National Research Register (NHS -UK)
27
• ReFeR: DOH Research Findings Register.
29
All studies identified during the database searches will be assessed for relevance to the review based on the 30 information provided in the title, abstract and descriptor/MESH terms. A full report will be retrieved for all 31 studies that meet the inclusion criteria of the review. Where any doubt exists, the full article will be retrieved.
32
Studies identified from reference list searches will be assessed for relevance based on the study title. A 33 screening tool will be used when reading retrieved articles to ascertain whether these address questions key 34 to the review 10, 11 for example, concerning the context and politics of nursing roles and the systems they
35
were created and exist within (see Appendix I).
37
ASSESSMENT OF METHODOLOGICAL QUALITY
38
Two reviewers will independently assess studies which meet the full inclusion criteria using the following 39 JBI appraisal tools. The JBI QARI critical appraisal checklist for interpretive and critical research will be 40 used for qualitative studies (see Appendix II). JBI QARI will also be used to appraise the qualitative design 41 of mixed methodology studies. If necessary a bespoke tool will be designed to appraise survey data. Where 42 agreement cannot be reached, a third reviewer will resolve disagreement. 43 44
DATA COLLECTION / EXTRACTION
45
Data extraction for the qualitative studies will be conducted using JBI-QARI Data Extraction Form for
46
Interpretive and Critical Research (see Appendix III). If necessary a bespoke tool will be designed to extract 47 survey data Further questions to enable extraction of appropriate data will be added to the data extraction 48 tool as appropriate 10, 11 . 49 50
DATA SYNTHESIS
51
For the qualitative data QARI will be used where appropriate for the synthesis of qualitative findings. If it is 52 not possible to combine this data, the evidence will be presented in narrative summary. 53 54
